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COKKESPONDENCE BETWEEN WILLIAM STKAHAN 
AND DAVID HALL, 1763-1777. 

(Continued from Vol. X. page 473.) 

January 5, 1769. 
Captain Budden having staid longer than I expected, I 
have sent by him the Magazines for last Month, with some 
new Pamphlets, which I shall charge in next Invoice. 
What is sent now amounts only to £81 : 9 : 4 and I know 
not that any one Thing is omitted. If I have, or if I have 
left any thing unanswered, you will please to mention it in 
your next. 

On the Death of Sir Francis Gosling, M r "Wilkes was the 
other Day elected Alderman of this Ward in his room, 
which is really disgraceful in the last Degree. Where this 
popular Frenzy will end [God] knows, for it is already 
carried Lengths which I never expected to see. 

My Family join me in wishing you and yours the Com- 
pliments of the Season. I am, ever, with the warmest 
Affection, 

Dear Davie 

Tour affectionate and faithful 
Friend & Servant, 

Will : Strahan. 

January 28, 1769. 
Postscript. 

Cap' Budden having been detained, most unexpectedly, 
by an Accident to his Eyes, hath not only* prevented me 
from sending you this sooner, but hindered me also from 
sending my Letter by the last Packett, which I am afraid 
will be a Disappointment to you, as the News it contains 
will be stale before it reaches you. But this is an Accident 
there is now no Help for. 

On Monday the 16 th the Appeal of Wilkes to the House 
of Lords against the two Sentences of the Court of Kings 
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Bench ; was heard at the Bar, when the Sentences were 
unanimously affirmed. I was there. Lord Chief Justice 
"Wilmot, in a very good Speech, delivered his own and the 
other Judges Opinions, which was very clear and satisfac- 
tory. The Cases on hoth Sides I herewith send you, which 
will shew you upon what frivolous Pretences he brought his 
"Writ of Error and also upon what Grounds it was set aside. 

Last Monday the 23 d it was moved by his Friends in the 
House of Commons, " That John "Wilkes Esq* although he 
is convicted of publishing a Seditious Libel, is entitled to 
Privilege of Parliament." Upon this Lord North proposed 
an addition to the Motion (as you will find in the Votes) 
which being very disagreeable to his Party, they wanted to 
drop the affair altogether; but without Effect ; for upon a 
Division, it was carried 165 to 71, to put the Question ac- 
cording to the Amendment : and afterwards by 96 to 52 that 
the Question as first put should not be entered in the Votes. 
That you may the better understand this, I inclose you an 
Extract from the Journals of the House so far as relates to 
this Matter. 

Yesterday, being the Day appointed for hearing "Wilkes's 
Petition at the Bar of the Commons, he was brought up, in 
order to support the Allegations of it. But he was not 
called to the Bar, for they debated till 12 at Night, "Whether 
they should go into the Merits of his Petition at large, or 
confine their Enquiry to these two Particulars, The Altera- 
tion of the Record, and The Embezzlement of the Public Money. 
It was carried for the last, 278 to 131, which is two to one 
against him. They proceed again next Tuesday. 

I should have told you before that they sat last Thursday 
Night (the 26 th ) till three in the Morning upon North Ameri- 
can Affairs, when they agreed to the Resolutions of the 
Lords, supporting the Legislative Authority of Parliament 
over the Colonies, &c. with very little Variation; so that 
Affairs are not yet in a conciliating Train. 

The great Douglas Cause is now hearing from Day to 
Day, in the House of Peers, and will be finally determined 
in about a forthnight. 
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My Wife is still very poorly, and I am myself confined 
(for the first time this Day) with something very like the 
Gout. 

I spent the Evening yesterday with D r Franklin at Sir 
John Pringle's, where were the Duke of Rochfoucault, a 
very agreeable French Nobleman of the First Rank, David 
Hume, &c. The D r is in perfect Health. I am 

Dear Davie 

Ever Yours 

W. S. 

London Febry 6, 1769. 
Dear Davie 

I wrote you a long Letter by Cap* Budden, to which I 
refer. This is chiefly to recommend to your Good Offices 
the Bearer M* Peter Wynne ; by Trade a Stationer, who 
comes over to your Country with a little Investment of 
Linen, &c. but does not intend to stay there. He is a worthy 
Lad ; and as you may be of great Use to him, by giving 
him your best Advice, without much Trouble to yourself, I 
am sure you will readily take some Notice of him. He is 
an absolute Stranger, and will thankfully listen to what you 
say. 

You will wonder how it comes that I have written to you 
so seldom of late ; at a time too when you expect so much 
News to be stirring. The Truth is, my Time is wholly en- 
grossed with one Thing or other, the Doors of the House of 
C° are now shut against every body but Members, and 
lastly, I am quite sick of Politicks, which is become so 
futile a Subject in this Country, that there is no thinking on 
it with any Degree of Patience. Whilst the Legislature 
hath many important Matters to attend to, which require 
immediate Discussion, the Commons were employed all last 
Week, night and day (for they sat every Day till 2, 3, or 4 
in the Morning) upon that pitiful Fellow Wilkes, and on 
Saturday (the 4 th ) he was expelled between 2 and 3 in the 
Morning. He behaved with great Audacity before the 
House, and avowed the prefatory Remarks to Lord Wey- 
mouth's Letter, which is the first Reason assigned in the 
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following Resolution for his Expulsion, which is copied 
from their Journals, viz. 

" That John Wilkes Esq r a Member of this House who 
hath at the Bar of this House confessed himself to be the 
Author and Publisher of what this House has resolved to 
be an insolent, scandalous, and seditious Libel, and who 
has been convicted in the Court of Kings Bench of having 
printed and published a seditious Libel, and three obscene 
and impious Libels, and by the Judgement of the said 
Court has been sentenced to undergo twenty two Months 
Imprisonment, and is now in Execution under the said 
Judgment, be expelled this House." 

This Resolution was carried, upon a Division, by 219 to 
137, and a New Writ is issued for electing another Member 
in his room. But as they past no Yote of Disqualification, 
he will doubtless be rechosen ; and in that Case Business 
will be, in part, to do over again ; so far I mean as respects 
the Propriety of his Sitting in the House. 

George Qrenville was among those who voted against his 
Expulsion ; observing, that upon the first Point respecting 
Lord Weymouth, it was an Offence against a private Man, 
and was cognizable and punishable by the Common Law ; 
and that with regard to the other two, he was now suffering 
the Judgement of the Court of King's Bench: That he 
wished lenitive Measures to be followed, in order to quiet 
the Minds of the Public, and to render him of no Conse- 
quence, and that Wilkes himself was so sensible of this, 
that he wished for nothing more ardently than Persecution, 
and would be disappointed, if he had it not. 

Thus this Matter stands at present. Wilkes hath since 
published a most impudent Address to the Freeholders of 
Middlesex, a Copy of which, if I can procure one ; I will 
inclose to you. He seems now to be absolutely desperate, 
and resolved either to bring down upon his Head the whole 
Vengeance of the Legislature, or to bully the Ministry into 
an Accommodation with him. We shall see how it will 
terminate. 

All my Family are purely, except my poor Wife, who 
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still continues extremely ill. "We all join in cordial Remem- 
brance of you and yours. I am ever, with wonted Esteem 
and Affection, 

Dear Davie 

Most heartily Yours 

Will : Strahan. 
By the Favour of -j 
Mr. Peter "Wynne > 

Q. D. C. J 

London May 22, 1769. 
Dear Davie 

My last to you was dated March 21, by the Fame, Cap* 
Oreighton, by whom I sent Goods to the Amount of 
£57 : 12 : 5 and inclosed a Copy of our Account Current. I 
also acknowleged the Receit of yours of Janry 28 th inclosing 
a Bill on Patrick and Robert Macky for £200, which I 
herewith return you protested for Non-payment, that you 
may recover the Money of the Drawers. The Protest cost 
5s. 9d. This Disappointment you will be more vexed at than 
I am; but such Accidents will now and then happen, tho' 
very few of your Bills are not duly honoured. The Dam- 
ages you recover on these Occasions, I think are consider- 
able, and will make some Amends. The Drawers, your 
Friend M r Wharton (whom by the bye I like extremely) 
told me last Night are in good Credit with you. — Your 
last Order will now be ready for shipping in a few Days. 

As the Session of Parliament is now brought to a Con- 
clusion, you will doubtless expect a deal of Politicks ; but 
I am afraid it is not in my Power to give you much Satis- 
faction upon that Subject, You see they are separated with- 
out repealing the Act you complain of, which I am really 
sorry for, and would, if I had been able, have prevented, as 
you will see by the inclosed Copy of a Letter, which I sent 
to a Friend of mine connected with the Ministry, about a 
Month ago, but without Effect, it having been before that 
time, it seems, otherwise determined. I am sorry for it on 
many Accounts; besides that I think the Repeal would 
have been granted with a much better Grace this Year than 
in next or any subsequent Session. However, you will have 
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heard by the same Packett that brings you the King's 
Speech, which appears to speak a different Language, that 
if the Behaviour of the Colonies doth not prevent it, the 
Repeal will certainly take place next Session. — And I 
firmly believe it will : — Of course, all this Misunderstand- 
ing between us will, I hope, be at an End. — I know some 
People here whom you are not unacquainted with, think 
you ought by no means to place any Confidence in the vague 
Promises of a Ministry so seemingly contrary to the Senti- 
ments delivered by the King. But I am of a quite different 
Opinion ; and Time only can shew who is in the right. 

With regard to M r Wilkes, and those contemptible Fel- 
lows who with the most unheard of Audacity have erected 
themselves into a Tribunal of Enquiry into the Conduct of 
all the Branches of the Legislature, I need not repeat to you 
what all our Newspapers have been stuffed with for many 
Months past. You will doubtless be astonished at their 
Boldness, and the Lenity or Forbearance, or Timidity, or 
— what shall I call it ? — of the Ministry. It is indeed equally 
unaccountable and unprecedented. — However, their Opera- 
tions seem now to be nearly at an end. Wilkes, as I fortold 
in my Letter of March 11, is thrown out of the House of 
Commons, and Sutterel, tho' he had few votes, declared duly 
elected in his Stead. The Petition to the King, enumer- 
ating a Legion of Grievances, so long talked of, has not yet 
found its way to the Throne ; and that worthy Society are 
now beginning to disunite and quarrel among themselves ; 
in particular, about the Disposal of the Money they had col- 
lected for their factious Purposes ; some wanting to apply 
it wholly to Wilkes's Use, others towards the General Sup- 
port of our invaded Liberties, which they pretend to be now 
in such imminent Danger. It must puzzle you, at so great 
a Distance, when we who are upon the Spot are at a Loss 
to divine what these People drive at. One way to form a 
Judgement of them is from the Characters of their Leaders, 
which I shall here give you in a few Words. — Sawbridge is 
Brother to M" Macaulay the Historian, and of course a high 
Republican — Horn is a Mad Fanatick in Politicks, who has 
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really raved himself into an Opinion that our Liberties are 
in Danger. — Townsend, who owes his whole Estate in Mid- 
dlesex to the Bounty of the present King (for it was lapsed 
to the Crown) wants to overturn the present Ministry at any 
rate, and to attain that End is guilty of the blackest Ingrati- 
tude. — And Belhs, is a turbulent factious Scoundrel, who 
loves to fish in troubled Waters, and delights in Mischief 
for Mischiefs Sake. His Motto ought to be that of Satan's 
in Milton, Evil be thou my Good. — Such being the true Char- 
acters of the Chiefs, by whom the Eabble of London and 
Middlesex are led by the Nose, I thence conclude, that their 
sole Aim is, first to put everything into Confusion ; next, to 
overturn the Ministry for the time being ; and lastly, if the 
former cannot be accomplished, to destroy the very Constitu- 
tion itself, and establish, in its place, a Republic ; of which 
they themselves shall be the leading Members. Vain At- 
tempt ! — which nothing but the last Degree of Turpitude, 
and an overweaning Conceit of their own Consequence, 
could ever have induced them to think of. As for Wilkes, 
whom they seem to have only made a Fool of, he is like 
now to sink into Oblivion, and to be left in the Lurch by 
his pretended Abettors, unless some strange unlooked-for 
Accident should once more recall him into Notice. G. 
Grenville made a long Speech in his favour the last Day of 
the Session, to the Astonishment of everybody that heard 
him, and which hath lost him the few Friends his former 
unworthy Conduct had left him ; so that I see not the least 
Sign of a Change of Ministry. On the contrary, the Duke 
of Grafton appears to be stronger every Day, and will re- 
ceive no contemptible Acquisition of Power, from his Alli- 
ance to the Duke of Bedford, whose Niece he is to marry 
in a few Days. — Hawke and Granby, two popular Men, pre- 
side over the Navy and Army, and the other Departments 
of Administration are mostly filled with Men equal to any 
who are now out of Place, and who rank themselves among 
the Patriots of the present Day. 

From the East Indies we have late Accounts, that a War 
is kindling there, which, whatever be its final Determina- 
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tion, will certainly be attended with an enormous Expence 
to the Company, which has made their Stock already sink 
a little. Indeed I always considered our Territory there as 
held upon a most precarious Tenor. — Russia, Turkey, and 
Poland are now in Arms ; the last, in particular, is in the 
saddest Situation that can well be imagined. How soon the 
flames of "War may spread farther, it is not easy to say. 
Our best Security lies in our Situation as an Island, in our 
superior naval Force ; and above all, in the Debility and 
Poverty of our most potent Neighbours the French, whose 
Finances are in a much worse Condition than our own, enor- 
mous as our national Debt is now become. Lord Chatham, 
whom I have so often mentioned to you, is I am lately well 
informed in such a State of Health, as leaves no Room to 
expect he will ever more intermeddle in public Affairs. — 
Our Countryman Widderburn has figured away of late as 
a flaming Patriot ; and hath in the heat of his Zeal thrown 
up his Seat in Parliament, which he had accepted of Sir 
Lawrence Dundas on condition of his supporting the Ad- 
ministration. He thought fit some time since to attach 
himself to George Granville, and hopes not only to be 
brought in again, before the Parliament re-assembles, 
through his and Lord Temple's Interest, but to be raised to 
the highest Stations of the Law when tbey get into Power. 
As far as I can see, he has judged ill. But there is no Mat- 
ter ; for I have no Opinion of his Heart, tho' he is a very 
clever Lawyer. I remember nothing new to tell you of the 
other Personages now upon the Stage. 

We are all pretty well at home just now. I am and have 
been for some time very busy, of which you may hear more 
in my next. But I am ever, with all our best Wishes and 
kindest Respects to you and yours, 

My dear old Friend 

Yours most affectionately 



Via New York 
By the Hope, 
Capt. Davis 
Q. D. C. 



Will: Stkahan 
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Copy of a Letter to 

Dear Sir 

Tho' I know you are extremely busy, yet I cannot help 
interrupting you, to communicate what, if it merits any at- 
tention, admits of no delay. 

I see very clearly that our American Deputies are grow- 
ing more and more serious every day, and dread the Conse- 
quences during the Summer. Even the most moderate of 
the Colonists have already resolved to import no more Brit- 
ish Goods, till this late Act is repealed. Before another 
Session of Parliament this will have done irremediable Mis- 
chief, and will divert the Trade from its natural Channel, 
which can never be again wholly recovered. This is no idle 
or illgrounded Fear, but Demonstration itself. The effect 
this will have upon the Manufacturers all over the Kingdom, 
and upon those whose very being depends upon the Con- 
tinuance of our Exports to the Colonies, it is dreadful to 
think of. But what adds much to my Pears on this Occa- 
sion is, that this real Grievance will be unavoidably blended 
with the absurd and groundless Complaints of the Bill of 
Bights Gentlemen, and will altogether create such an uni- 
versal Ferment and Dissatisfaction as will not only overturn 
the Ministry for the time being, but greatly endanger the 
Government and Constitution itself. — I must repeat it, this 
is no ill-grounded Apprehension. 

Now, as this Act will, in the End, I am afraid, be found not 
to be tenable, as it is generally expected it will be repealed 
next Session, and as it is doubtless, more advisable to drop 
it before all the bad Consequences apprehended from it have 
actually taken place, what I would humbly propose, would 
be the bringing in a Bill immediately to repeal it before the 
Houses break up. This Measure, whatever may be urged 
against it, (and I know much may be said with great Plausi- 
bility) will have many salutary Effects. It will endear this 
Parliament to the Colonies ; it will render the King and the 
Ministry extremely popular with a great Body of the People 
at home, and it will deprive Wilkes and the other Incen- 
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diaries of their best and only Support, and render all their 
wicked Industry inefficient. Are not these desirable Objects, 
and worth the making some Sacrifice, at this Juncture, to 
obtain ? But I will not tire you with endeavouring to dis- 
play a Situation which you can see and comprehend in- 
finitely better than I can. I will only add, that I think the 
Crisis truly alarming, and that what I have said arises from 
the strongest Conviction that such a Remedy ought quickly 
to be applied to prevent the further Progress of these grow- 
ing Dissentions. If you agree with me ; and deem this 
worth communicating to any of those whom it more imme- 
diately concerns, well. If not, I cannot help it. I could 
not be easy till I had given you this Trouble, I hope from 
the best Motive — an anxious Concern for the untoward Situ- 
ation of our Country. And it affords me one other Oppor- 
tunity of assuring you how sincerely I am, &c. 

W. S. 
April 23, 1769. 

Dear Davie 

I wrote you the 11th of last Month by the Packett, to 
which I refer; since which I have none from you. Your 
Order is getting ready very fast, and will come by the first 
Ships that sail. But there is yet nothing done in your 
Affairs. The Parliament have hitherto been squabbling 
about the Middlesex Election, and spending whole Days 
and Nights almost in the most frivolous Debates on that 
thread-bare Subject, the Opposition having nothing else to 
harp upon. This is a most shameful and inexcusable Neg- 
lect of the public Business ; but I hope all this Wrangling 
and Bustle is nearly at an End, and that the Steadiness of 
the King will at length tire out the Malcontents, and oblige 
them to Submit to Reason. 

This Packett will bring you the News of the Chancellor's 
Dismission, the sudden Death of M P Yorke who was ap- 
pointed to succeed him, and the Resignation of the Duke 
of Grafton in favour of Lord North (who is likely to fill his 
Place very ably) which proceeded solely from his Dislike to 
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the unavoidable Fatigues of that Station ; for he is still as 
steady a Friend to the Ministry as before. Upon all these 
Heads it is needless for me to enlarge. Indeed I have not 
time for it ; being at present exceedingly hurried, by the 
Patent commencing in the Middle of a Session of Parlia- 
ment, which meeting late ; brings all the Acts to be printed 
together on the Shortest Notice. I am now fairly begun in 
that new Line of Business, and have little Doubt of its an- 
swering every reasonable Expectation. I had the Pleasure 
to hear the other Day, that the King spoke very hand- 
somely of me to a friend of mine near his Person ; in terms 
indeed, which were I to repeat to you, would look some- 
what savouring of Vanity. — I will therefore suppress them, 
and return to the old Subject of Politics, which will be more 
to the Purpose, as your Thirst after News must now be very 
ardent. — I wish I could send you somewhat truly comfort- 
able. 

I was present at a long Debate in the House of Lords on 
the 3d Instant, which lasted till near three in the Morning. 
Inclosed I send you their Protest on that Occasion. — The 
Question was moved by Lord Rockingham, That the Souse 
of Commons, in the Exercise of its Indicature, &c. (See the Pro- 
test) which after many long Speeches from Lords Chatham, 
Camden, Richmond, Littelton, Shelbourne, Temple, &c. on 
one Side, and Grafton, Egmont, Gower, Marchmont, Mans- 
field, Sandwich, &c. &c. on the other, was disagreed to on a 
Division, by 96 to 47. It is not in my Power to give you 
the Particulars of so diffuse and tedious a Debate. I can 
only assure you, that Chatham and Temple made a Most 
contemptible Figure, and endeavoured with all their might 
to blow the Horn of Sedition. 

Lord Marchmont, at length, to get rid entirely of a Ques- 
tion with which the opposing Lords seemed determined to 
harass the Ministry during the whole Session, or till they 
forced themselves into Power, moved the other Resolution, 
That any Resolution of this House, directly or indirectly impeach- 
ing a Judgement of the House of Commons, $c. which instantly 
put Chatham and Temple into a Rage little short of Mad- 
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ness. This, you see, was fairly dismissing this frivolous 
Dispute altogether, and nettled the opposite Party beyond 
all Bounds. Chatham moved to adjourn the Debate for a 
few Days ; but this was disagreed to, on a Division in which 
Proxies were included, by 106 to 49. — The main Question, 
then, past without a Division. 

So far the Ministry are victorious, and with Justice. The 
Duke of Grafton spoke extremely well, and said that whether 
in or out of Place, he should give the present Ministry every 
Assistance in his power, as he knew it to be composed of 
Men, who had a just Regard to the Constitution, and meant 
nothing less than to wound it in any Sense whatever. Lord 
Cower charged Camden with concealing his Opinion of the 
Middlesex Election while in Office, and with several times 
leaving the Council Table when that matter was about to 
be agitated there, at the same time that he betrayed the 
King's Counsels by conferring at full-length with Lord 
Chatham, an Enemy to the King's Servants, and discover- 
ing to him his whole Mind upon the Subject, (as Lord 
Chatham had just before, inadvertently told them) — Cam- 
den had nothing specious to offer against this Charge. 
Lord Mansfield behaved with more Courage than usual; 
and replied to the Opposing Lords with great Strength of 
Argument once and again. He observed, that there must 
be somewhere a Court whose Jurisdiction was competent, 
final, and conclusive, that when such a Court erred, there 
was no Remedy ; that to prevent a Repetition of the like 
Grievance (if such it was) in future, the only Resource was 
an Act of the Legislature. — In short, Sense, Argument, and 
Reason were all on one Side, and Disappointment, Invec- 
tive, unreasonable Discontent, and the most provoking 
Quibblings and Evasions were all the "Weapons used on the 
other. Chatham's Motives are notorious. His absurd and 
boundless Extravagance hath already reduced him to a State 
of absolute Beggary. He now wants Money to pay his 
Debts, and to be able to exist. This can only be come at, 
by getting into Power, and laying the Public under large 
Contributions. I really am wholly at a Loss for "Words to 
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convey to you even a faint Idea of his Insolence, his Ab- 
surdity, his Petulance, his evasive Digressions, and his most 
obvious want of Candor in all his Speeches. Magna Charia, 
the Sturdy Barons of England, the old English Constitution, and 
other such Phrases, were continually in his Mouth, and 
ushered in without either Sense or Meaning, merely to dec- 
orate his Harangues, which could you but see upon Paper, 
would shew you his Sophistry in the most striking and con- 
temptible Point of View. — Temple was, in truth, even below 
Contempt, and Camden little better. 

But Camden was the other Day, if possible, more thor- 
oughly exposed, for Lord Hillsborough charged him to his 
Pace with having expressed himself, in a Conversation they 
had together on the Woolpack, while he (Camden) was 
hearing a Cause in the House of Lords, highly against the 
repealed Election of "Wilkes for Middlesex, and even saying 
that the Sheriffs ought to have been sent to Newgate for 
returning him. This shows that his real Opinion was 
directly Opposite to that he hath lately adopted, and shews 
him to be a mere Tool and Engine of Chatham's, who 
makes him say just what he pleases to enjoin him. His 
Character is now gone for ever. 

A Bill is lately brought into the House of Commons to 
ascertain the Incapacity of their Members, which will prob- 
ably come to nothing; and so this strange Matter vanish 
into Smoke, as it ought to have done long ago. The Duke 
of Grafton's Resignation strengthens the Hands of Lord 
North in the Lower House ; but still any Defection in the 
Ministry at this Juncture is weakening and disagreeable. 
However if they weather this Storm, of which there is now 
little Doubt, they may yet do extremely well. The King, I 
am assured from the best Authority, is inflexibly firm, and 
determined to support them. His Indignation to the Gren- 
ville Family is now so much increased, and his Aversion to 
them so deeply rooted, that I am almost inclined to think 
they will never be able to regain his Favour. Indeed, he 
hath no Choice left, if he yields, he is thenceforth reduced 
to a mere Cypher. 
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As far as I can learn, the Ministry are not inclined to 
satisfy the North Americans fully. The Grounds and Rea- 
sons of their Conduct in this important Affair we shall see 
in the Course of their Debates upon it. I wish it was fairly 
and happily ended. 

"We are all pretty well here just now. With the utmost 
Difficulty I have been able (amidst a thousand Interrup- 
tions) to write this Letter ; but I thought you would be dis- 
appointed in not hearing from me at this critical Period. 
Our hearty Respects to you and yours, and believe unalter- 
ably 

Dear Davie 

Your faithful and affectionate 

Friend and Servant 

Will: Strahan 

I inclose you a Copy of the first Act of this Session. I 
hope, ere it concludes, I shall print one entirely to your 
Mind respecting America. 

By the Packett. 



(To be continued.) 



